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MOE tracking progress of vulnerable students in its Uplift
schemes: Maliki Osman

SINGAPORE - Secondary 2 student Reuben Wong used to shout at his classmates during group activities as

he struggled to manage his emotions.

"When they don't cooperate or do their part I would be angry," he said.

Tensions got so high that his teachers at Serangoon Secondary School stepped in to help him at the end of

last year. It took five months of counselling and mentorship for his relations with his peers to improve, and he

is now a school prefect and his grades are improving.

The 14-year-old, who was in a programme his school started in partnership with Thye Hua Kwan (THK)

Moral Charities last year, attributed the changes to a mentor he could relate to.

The programme comes under the larger Uplift Enhanced School Resourcing initiative, which the Ministry of

Education (MOE) has piloted in 23 schools since 2019. 

These schools get additional resources such as more teachers as well as referrals to organisations in the

community which can support students with greater needs. 

It took five months of counselling and mentorship for Reuben Wong's relations with his peers to improve. ST PHOTO:
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From next year, 24 more schools will join the programme. It will expand to about 100 primary and secondary

schools in the next few years.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong announced earlier this month that about 13,000 students will benefit from

the added resources that schools will receive.

Second Minister for Education Maliki Osman said on Monday (Nov 29) that MOE is tracking the progress of

students in the Uplift schemes, in terms of their school attendance, academic results and behaviour. He said

the outcomes have been "very promising".

He was speaking to reporters in his first interview reflecting on the past year as chairman of Uplift, a multi-

agency task force set up to support vulnerable students and their families. Uplift stands for Uplifting Pupils in

Life and Inspiring Families Taskforce.

The needs of students vary from those in financially difficult situations to those with behavioural problems

and others who are long-term absentees, he added.

Referring to students who have absenteeism issues, Dr Maliki said: "Schools report to us that they have better

attendance rates now."

He added that students with behavioural issues have also shown improvements.

Efforts to strengthen after-school care, especially for students from disadvantaged backgrounds, are paying

off, said Dr Maliki.

More primary school pupils have enrolled in school-based student care centres over the past decade, from

3,000 in 2012 to 28,500 this year.
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At the secondary school level, some 9,000 students have been part of a programme known as Gear-Up since

its launch in 2019, he said.

The scheme provides a space for those who require more structured after-school supervision, befriending

and guidance.

In his interview, Dr Maliki said that MOE is also monitoring the progress of these at-risk students in terms of

their post-secondary pathways.

"Our hope is all our students will be able to achieve a higher post-secondary education qualification... we

hope that with the early support that we're giving these students, they will be able to aspire to minimally

attain their higher Nitec education," he added.

Reuben will be taking mobile robotics as an N-level subject next year as he wants to learn coding and wiring

skills.

"I want to score high for my N levels and try to gain early admission to the Institute of Technical Education,"

he said.

He is aiming to take an engineering course at the institute. 

He added that he has learnt to relate better to his peers with the help of his mentor and school counsellor.
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Serangoon Secondary School student Reuben Wong with his school's HOD of educational support Michelle Wong. ST PHOTO: SAMUEL ANG

"I like my THK mentor because he was like me in the past. I get to open up to him about my stress and worries

during the one-to-one sessions," said Reuben, who lives with his grandmother and declined to share details

about his parents.

"My mentor really helped me to think through my emotions and figure out why I feel a certain way, so I know

how to avoid negative situations. He taught me how to communicate with people better by reading their

expressions and tone," he added.

"Previously, it was very common for me to get angry easily when I talk to people... but now I'm more careful

with my words and actions, and I have made more friends."

Dr Maliki said: "Ultimately, what we want really is to help these children develop their strengths and

passion... regardless of the starting point, to help them forge their own success and motivation in life."

Get the ST Smart Parenting newsletter for expert advice. Visit the microsite for more.

MORE ON THIS TOPIC

At-risk Primary 5 pupil improves school attendance and gets award for good progress

Urgent need to ensure disadvantaged students don't fall through cracks

Get unlimited access to all stories at $0.99/month

Latest headlines and exclusive stories

In-depth analyses and award-winning multimedia content

Get access to all with our no-contract promotional package at only $0.99/month* for the first 3
months

* Terms and conditions apply

Subscribe Now

YOU MAY LIKE

Singer Jay Chou
drives daughter to
piano exam in $3m
sports car

China finds 12
million children that
it didn't know
existed

Shop more to save more with $60
All Day Cashback on Shopee's 12.12
Birthday Sale

Ad

Grab the all-new
iPhone 13 at $0 with
$300 off & Free True
5G.

Sign Up

M1

Ad

https://www.straitstimes.com/newsletter-signup
https://www.straitstimes.com/smartparenting
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/parenting-education/at-risk-primary-5-pupil-improves-school-attendance-and-gets-award-for
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/parenting-education/at-risk-primary-5-pupil-improves-school-attendance-and-gets-award-for
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/parenting-education/urgent-need-to-ensure-disadvantaged-students-do-not-fall-through
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/parenting-education/urgent-need-to-ensure-disadvantaged-students-do-not-fall-through
https://subscribe.sph.com.sg/promotions/st-3-months-99-cents?utm_campaign=stad3099&utm_medium=sph-publication&utm_source=st&utm_content=subscribebutton-free-sg-default
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.straitstimes.com/life/entertainment/singer-jay-chou-drives-daughter-to-piano-exam-in-3m-sports-car?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/china-finds-12-million-children-that-it-didnt-know-existed?obOrigUrl=true
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CjZwg2tqmYczTG6-Ls8IPg8CQ6AHgtP7rZo3N5uHtDpEvEAEgg_3mHygCYL8FoAHxzd7WAsgBBqgDAaoE9QFP0BQdudjwG6G5DTrdBLOC2NKZ6CkiMqiXtivtVe1I_y82Y_8DMaIX8k1gIsMQ5iWNLXV09iC8-4t-KyO9yMf9EC3rrVarTQFHm_jbCmf9npRe5ilGLb_MvCDCRdm46ifSGptR8yGAdzyhp-Qr6QJMCqJWQ_IoRvH_pnMV05TLm6SD-yanRgcSHJZQtqezy1Ti1fsGa00Fr3JS7A0_DjYL6YTGNdxSiRNsJSnKwpPlxeLBsydgyXwBv7c1s9PGPmYQo96FURPKqO2SJBz8hrqYQTGg9qxaXd9Gywc2KSm9l19GZiBM59nS9xa3jMz4ryDZBRNWKsAEtI-67uYD4AQDkAYBoAY3gAf3saGpAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGF_yCDJiaWRkZXItb3V0YnJhaW5fMDBjZTNkNTlhOTllYTFlZTRhODQ4MWRhNmE4ZmM5ZWY2ZbEJ_omkvZN9YaaACgSYCwHICwGwE5ODtg3QEwDYEwrYFAHQFQGYFgGAFwE&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoICeyh6KKuogr6iUwOiYWGw&sig=AOD64_2kziLRQQRQuXox1WZaRCfK8stedg&client=ca-pub-7350897138099958&dbm_c=AKAmf-DKTTcvuoUYY4r3EZRWRGv-1V4Ir44Bv7u1AszDaomRZNk7AUGcvaZrdefBojpnBBw3hwIGHUBNJvg-MeI3Tef4Vnf8_w&dbm_d=AKAmf-CCkpbU2sY7OCIvepm9QsDe6wtprJu49FYhfcemPFVshO4xwcBwC-DphTCA44GE8S9VfV9a7xDpVrro2xucP7Rf4V4b8Xm1PR4QEPmR9_AJcIrjKQE3w9t7D7MRxPz4JjvSfKH4qKXWlvDZ1dlFallI6Kvcmn17P2-26TgGe33HDPwms1rWuaT2ZXCTxZJ_GSruZ2i79_p0WM8Vk3HOQQxvCLwew0giSYmxlW45il9357molb8K03eDiGra7U8L7Ln4Co-dcG3fjx-D_tsene1Tz7SEkImQKv4sg3i-V2x-9HEi4oc-Mqew1a1QvMaD2Nc-iUcYVLYtSSqHwVBGAEZ3QpOhaV6v-OuQ-LR3igG1CXocrFDk6L1mWV65cWRMyFdPMWrNXgUOdo0psAjJ-NI8ZByvyA&adurl=https://shopee.sg/universal-link/?deep_and_deferred=1&obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/511320315;318647478;e?obOrigUrl=true


01/12/2021, 10:16 MOE tracking progress of vulnerable students in its Uplift schemes: Maliki Osman, Parenting & Education News & Top Stories - The Stra…

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/parenting-education/moe-tracking-progress-of-vulnerable-students-in-its-uplift-schemes 5/7

Shop Now

Shopee - SG

Michelle Chong’s
slimming success:
How the actress
dropped 7kg and
regained her…
confidence with
London Weight
Branded Content

Getting it is easier
with EasyGo - 80GB
SIM only plan and
no contract to tie
you down.

Sign Up

StarHub

Ad

The Cost Of Eye Bag
Surgery In Singapore
Might Surprise You.

Plastic Surgery | Sponsored Listi…

Ad

'I’ve never smoked in
my life, so how did I
get lung cancer?'

Branded Content

Enjoy no annual fees
and cash advance
fees ever with the
Smart Credit Card.
T&Cs apply

Apply Now

Standard Chartered Bank

Ad

How AI is
Transforming
Financial Services in
Singapore?

Read more

Temasek

Ad

Tanjong Pagar crash:
Raybe Oh needs
multiple operations
next year but says
she's 'getting a lot…
better'

'I wanted to be a
better mother':
Former teen addict
who gave up drugs

Ride water slides, snorkel
and more! Just $32/adult +
FREE treat + $5 voucher!

Book Now

Adventure Cove Waterpark

Ad

The new Swiss watchmaker
that's breaking all the
records

Learn More

CODE41 Watches

Ad

Sengkang MP Raeesah Khan
resigns from WP following
probe over admission of
lying in Parliament

D i h d l L M R i b G 1% i b

Ad

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CjZwg2tqmYczTG6-Ls8IPg8CQ6AHgtP7rZo3N5uHtDpEvEAEgg_3mHygCYL8FoAHxzd7WAsgBBqgDAaoE9QFP0BQdudjwG6G5DTrdBLOC2NKZ6CkiMqiXtivtVe1I_y82Y_8DMaIX8k1gIsMQ5iWNLXV09iC8-4t-KyO9yMf9EC3rrVarTQFHm_jbCmf9npRe5ilGLb_MvCDCRdm46ifSGptR8yGAdzyhp-Qr6QJMCqJWQ_IoRvH_pnMV05TLm6SD-yanRgcSHJZQtqezy1Ti1fsGa00Fr3JS7A0_DjYL6YTGNdxSiRNsJSnKwpPlxeLBsydgyXwBv7c1s9PGPmYQo96FURPKqO2SJBz8hrqYQTGg9qxaXd9Gywc2KSm9l19GZiBM59nS9xa3jMz4ryDZBRNWKsAEtI-67uYD4AQDkAYBoAY3gAf3saGpAagHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBwiAYRABGF_yCDJiaWRkZXItb3V0YnJhaW5fMDBjZTNkNTlhOTllYTFlZTRhODQ4MWRhNmE4ZmM5ZWY2ZbEJ_omkvZN9YaaACgSYCwHICwGwE5ODtg3QEwDYEwrYFAHQFQGYFgGAFwE&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoICeyh6KKuogr6iUwOiYWGw&sig=AOD64_2kziLRQQRQuXox1WZaRCfK8stedg&client=ca-pub-7350897138099958&dbm_c=AKAmf-DKTTcvuoUYY4r3EZRWRGv-1V4Ir44Bv7u1AszDaomRZNk7AUGcvaZrdefBojpnBBw3hwIGHUBNJvg-MeI3Tef4Vnf8_w&dbm_d=AKAmf-CCkpbU2sY7OCIvepm9QsDe6wtprJu49FYhfcemPFVshO4xwcBwC-DphTCA44GE8S9VfV9a7xDpVrro2xucP7Rf4V4b8Xm1PR4QEPmR9_AJcIrjKQE3w9t7D7MRxPz4JjvSfKH4qKXWlvDZ1dlFallI6Kvcmn17P2-26TgGe33HDPwms1rWuaT2ZXCTxZJ_GSruZ2i79_p0WM8Vk3HOQQxvCLwew0giSYmxlW45il9357molb8K03eDiGra7U8L7Ln4Co-dcG3fjx-D_tsene1Tz7SEkImQKv4sg3i-V2x-9HEi4oc-Mqew1a1QvMaD2Nc-iUcYVLYtSSqHwVBGAEZ3QpOhaV6v-OuQ-LR3igG1CXocrFDk6L1mWV65cWRMyFdPMWrNXgUOdo0psAjJ-NI8ZByvyA&adurl=https://shopee.sg/universal-link/?deep_and_deferred=1&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/life/michelle-chong-slimming-success-how-the-actress-dropped-7kg-with-london-weight-management?obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N531401.1599088OUTBRAIN.COM/B26542635.313844972;dc_trk_aid=506706946;dc_trk_cid=157694413;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true
https://f462ae.gpvqttk.com/?network=outbrain&site=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&adtitle=The+Cost+Of+Eye+Bag+Surgery+In+%24%7Bcity%7D%24+Might+Surprise+You.&outbrainclickid=$ob_click_id$&dpco=1&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/msd-pharma-treatment-options-for-non-small-cell-lung-cancer?obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N200801.1984505OUTBRAIN/B26550739.315525514;dc_trk_aid=508100704;dc_trk_cid=158497594;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.temasek.com.sg/en/news-and-views/stories/future/3-ways-AI-is-transforming-financial-services-today?utm_campaign=D2D+Social+Paid&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_content=link-share-211101&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/tanjong-pagar-crash-raybe-oh-needs-multiple-surgeries-next-year-but-says-shes-getting-a?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/i-wanted-to-be-a-better-mother-and-someone-my-family-could-be-proud-of-says?obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N510604.2361102OUTBRAINSG/B26676884.318970941;dc_trk_aid=511691038;dc_trk_cid=160365944;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true
https://code41watches.com/code41-the-watchmaker-breaking-all-of-the-records/?utm_term=green_records&utm_campaign=outbrain&utm_source=en_sg_dtp_broad_NB24record_native_outbrain_2021_11&utm_medium=5105&utm_content=$section_id$_$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/raeesah-khan-resigns-from-wp-and-from-position-as-sengkang-grc-mp?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/man-who-sued-ex-lover-to-recover-8m-succeeds-in-most-claims?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/lawyer-m-ravi-to-bear-10000-costs-for-withdrawn-civil-case-over-inmates?obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N200801.1984505OUTBRAIN/B26620646.316737663;dc_trk_aid=509284379;dc_trk_cid=159709632;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true


01/12/2021, 10:16 MOE tracking progress of vulnerable students in its Uplift schemes: Maliki Osman, Parenting & Education News & Top Stories - The Stra…

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/parenting-education/moe-tracking-progress-of-vulnerable-students-in-its-uplift-schemes 6/7

Dentist who sued ex-lover to
recover $8m succeeds in
most claims

Lawyer M. Ravi to bear
$10,000 costs for withdrawn
civil case over inmates'
letters

Get a 1%p.a. sign-up bonus
on up to $200K for 12
months with Bonus$aver

Apply Now

Standard Chartered Bank

Terms & Conditions

Data Protection Policy

Need help? Reach us here.

Advertise with us

 Sign up for our daily newsletter

Enter your e-mail  Sign up

More newsletters

 E-paper

 Facebook

 Instagram

 Twitter

 Podcasts

 RSS Feed

 Telegram

 Youtube

• SINGAPORE

• ASIA

• WORLD

• OPINION

• LIFE

• BUSINESS

• TECH

• SPORT

• VIDEOS

• PODCASTS

• MULTIMEDIA

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/man-who-sued-ex-lover-to-recover-8m-succeeds-in-most-claims?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/lawyer-m-ravi-to-bear-10000-costs-for-withdrawn-civil-case-over-inmates?obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N200801.1984505OUTBRAIN/B26620646.316737663;dc_trk_aid=509284379;dc_trk_cid=159709632;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true
https://subscribe.sph.com.sg/publications-st/?utm_campaign=st_subscription&utm_medium=sph-publication&utm_source=st&utm_content=subscribebutton-footer&utm_term=867297
http://sph.com.sg/legal/website_tnc.html
http://sph.com.sg/legal/pdpa.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/advertise-with-the-straits-times
https://www.straitstimes.com/newsletter-signup
http://stepaper.straitstimes.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TheStraitsTimes
http://instagram.com/straits_times
http://twitter.com/straits_times
https://www.straitstimes.com/st-podcasts
https://www.straitstimes.com/RSS-Feeds
https://t.me/TheStraitsTimes
https://www.youtube.com/user/StraitsTimesOnline
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia
https://www.straitstimes.com/world
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion
https://www.straitstimes.com/life
https://www.straitstimes.com/business
https://www.straitstimes.com/tech
https://www.straitstimes.com/sport
https://www.straitstimes.com/videos
https://www.straitstimes.com/st-podcasts
https://www.straitstimes.com/multimedia


01/12/2021, 10:16 MOE tracking progress of vulnerable students in its Uplift schemes: Maliki Osman, Parenting & Education News & Top Stories - The Stra…

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/parenting-education/moe-tracking-progress-of-vulnerable-students-in-its-uplift-schemes 7/7

By registering, you agree to our T&C and Privacy Policy.

MCI (P) 031/10/2021, MCI (P) 032/10/2021. Published by SPH Media Limited, Co. Regn. No. 202120748H. Copyright © 2021 SPH Media Limited. All rights
reserved.


