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Parents, social agencies call for review of
financial aid criteria to support bigger families

The agencies also urged families to not only rely on the government but play their part by
being prudent.
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Some social service agencies are calling for a review of financial aid criteria to better support the needs of bigger
families. This comes as such families have been steadily spending more on daily necessities and caregiving, among
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While the agencies expressed hope that this year’s Budget will see a shift in
financial aid structure, they added that families should not only rely on the >
government but play their part by being prudent.

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, who is also Finance Minister, will deliver the
Budget statement in parliament on Tuesday (Feb 18).
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HIGHER EXPENSES
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Parents told CNA that having a large family often means higher expenses.
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For software alliances manager Donovan Low and his homemaker wife Janice,
conscious budgeting and support schemes have so far helped keep expenses in
check.

The couple have three young children aged between 10 months and eight years.

“With kids, | think the bulk of those one-time costs would be like gynaecology visits,
the cost of delivery, paediatric visits. | think these are the areas that can be
expensive, especially in Singapore,” said Mr Low, who works for an American
human capital management firm.

“The recurring ones will be like groceries, food and transport and all that kind of
stuff. So | think the area that maybe we experience at this moment will be the
recurring ones that we are obviously seeing a higher cost.”

The Lows hope that the upcoming Budget will have a little extra for them.

“We have been beneficiaries of the increased baby bonus, but unfortunately, we
don't send our baby to infant care. So | do find that sometimes ... | have not been
able to utilise it as much,” said Mrs Low.
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“Besides medical and school fees, we wish that we could utilise the baby bonus in
more ways.’

Mr Low added: “Whatever new schemes are being rolled out, (the government)
can consider the number of kids living in that household, and then the scheme can
be adjusted accordingly.”
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At the National Day Rally last year, Mr Wong announced a new scheme to support
large families, adding that details were being worked out.
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“Under this scheme, we will provide more support for those thinking about having a
third child. And more help to parents who already have three or more young
children,” he said, adding that he hopes to share more good news in the 2025
Budget.

Some social service agencies such as Care Corner said many large families consist
of blended or multi-generation households, where income may not be evenly
distributed among members.

“A more flexible financial aid assessment may be better as help for large families,
especially ones that are blended,” said Ms Kelly Low, head of Care Corner’s Family
Service Centre.

Other agencies are calling for a more targeted approach.

Mr Jeff Tan, deputy centre director at Thye Hua Kwan Moral Charities’ Family
Service Centre at Tanjong Pagar, hopes for more comprehensive assistance
through the support schemes.
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He cited how Child Development Accounts, for instance, could “encompass the
expenditures of childcare all the way through primary schoo

Ill

“I think that will be very beneficial and helpful for the families, especially bigger
families,” he added.

Still, social agencies stressed that families should not rely on government support
alone.

Mr Tan said that families need to consider their purchases to avoid financial strain.

“This financial decision-making is a conscientious effort by the family, whereby
habits are learnt and passed on through each generation,” he added.

“So unfortunately, if they are making poor choices or purchases, this may lead to
unbearable outcomes and which may strain the family's relationship.”

Source: CNA/ca(lt)

CNA Sections About CNA Follow our news

Asiq Singapore About Us Advertise With Us f X O In N\

Business Insider Contfact Us Correspondents
. GETITON

b.f‘b

Download on the o  EXPLORE IT ON

TODAY NESVE Presenters Mediacorp Network GooglePlay @ App Store = ®*= AppGallery

Luxury CNA938 Live
Newsletters Commentary

Interactives Live TV

Sport Welile

Special Reports

Copyright© Mediacorp 2025. Mediacorp Pte Ltd. All rights reserved.

Official Domain | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Report Vulnerability



https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/business
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/cna-insider
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today
https://cnalifestyle.channelnewsasia.com/
https://cnaluxury.channelnewsasia.com/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/listen
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/newsletters
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/commentary
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/interactives
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/watch
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/sport
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/world
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/special-reports
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/about-us
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/advertise-us
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/contact-us
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/about-us/correspondents
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/about-us/presenters
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/mediacorp-digital-network
https://www.facebook.com/ChannelNewsAsia
https://www.twitter.com/Channelnewsasia
https://www.youtube.com/user/channelnewsasia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/channel-newsasia/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/rss
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.channelnewsasia
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/channel-newsasia/id520773971?mt=8
https://appgallery.huawei.com/#/app/C101326503?appId=C101326503&source=appshare&subsource=C101326503
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/official-domain
https://www.mediacorp.sg/en/termsofuse
https://www.mediacorp.sg/en/privacy-policy-5933440
https://mediacorp.vulnerability-disclosure.com/p/Policy
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/author/richa-mathew
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/author/calvin-yang
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/author/calvin-yang
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/fast/4942686
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/childcare-leave-work-life-balance-supporting-families-parliament-motion-4918851
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/childcare-leave-work-life-balance-supporting-families-parliament-motion-4918851
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/listen/daily-cuts/talkback-it-too-expensive-raise-big-families-singapore-4928451
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/pm-lawrence-wong-deliver-singapore-2025-budget-statement-parliament-feb-18-4912286
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/topic/social-service
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/topic/families
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/#whatsapp
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/#telegram
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/#facebook
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/#twitter
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/#email
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/#linkedin
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/profile/login?redirect_url=/singapore/social-service-agencies-review-financial-aid-criteria-support-needs-large-families-budget-4942686&bookmark=292a3b69-be12-48ef-a273-d7eda8e8ba5b
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/childcare-leave-work-life-balance-supporting-families-parliament-motion-4918851
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/listen/daily-cuts/talkback-it-too-expensive-raise-big-families-singapore-4928451
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/listen/daily-cuts/what-could-you-gain-years-budget-statement-4942991
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://channelnewsasia.com/advertorial/sustainability-and-innovation-take-centre-stage-southeast-asias-premier-airport-exhibition-and-conference-4915376?cid=adv_ob_paid-int_20250217&obOrigUrl=true
https://r1-usc1.zemanta.com/rp3/b1_outbrainrtb/68447642/188463789/f24edda1-eda3-11ef-a91d-obOrigUrl=true
https://trendingresults.com/search/category/finance/valuation-of-assets/?utm_source=ob&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=0088616685fb96e319a6be6ca86ba42663&utm_term=auto&utm_content=3938502827&utm_creative=valuation-of-car&obclid=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://wwiqtest.com/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&obOrigUrl=true
https://boost-recommend.mediacorp.
https://boost-recommend.mediacorp.
https://boost-recommend.mediacorp.-video-police-officers-spf-thug-behaviour-cop-lying-4935851
https://boost-recommend.mediacorp.-video-police-officers-spf-thug-behaviour-cop-lying-4935851
https://boost-recommend.mediacorp.-mum-divorced-love-life-dating-romance-relationships-4937871
https://boost-recommend.mediacorp.-jailed-fined-assaulting-neighbour-who-was-jumping-rope-threatening-kill-husband-4929881
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/latest-news
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/east-asia
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/commentary
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/cna-insider
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today
https://cnalifestyle.channelnewsasia.com/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/watch
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/listen
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/profile/login?redirect_url=/singapore/social-service-agencies-review-financial-aid-criteria-support-needs-large-families-budget-4942686
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/profile/myfeed

