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Summary of news coverage 
 
Sota food poisoning probe: Active ageing centres, schools stop ready-to-eat 
meal distribution 
 
Active ageing centres and schools that had yet to distribute ready-to-eat (RTE) meals 
as part of a Total Defence exercise will not proceed with the distribution, after 20 
students from School of the Arts (Sota) came down with food poisoning after 
consuming such meals. This comes after the authorities suspended the Total Defence 
food resilience programme until a probe into the Sota food poisoning case is 
completed. In a joint Facebook statement on 20 February, the Singapore Food Agency 
(SFA), Ministry of Education (MOE), Agency for Integrated Care (AIC) and food 
solutions provider Sats said SFA and MOE are working on putting in place further 
precautionary measures at participating venues, including replacing the ready-to-eat 
meals produced from the same batch. 
 
More than 100,000 students and teachers from over 90 schools and three Institute of 
Technical Education colleges, along with around 8,000 senior citizens, have received 
or were due to receive the RTE meals. 
 
In response to ST’s queries, AIC said that as at the morning of 20 Feb, distribution to 
all active ageing centres and senior citizens has been halted. Among these were six 
of 15 active ageing centres under Thye Hua Kwan Moral Charities (THKMC) that were 
participating in the exercise. Mr Andy Lee, chief of THK seniors’ community services, 
said these centres are in Chong Pang, Bedok, Beo Crescent, Bukit Merah View, 
MacPherson and Telok Blangah Crescent. A seventh centre, in Cassia, has not 
received its RTE meals, he added. He said 169 meals had been consumed by 105 
clients across eight active ageing centres by Feb 19. These included THKMC’s 
centres in Kaki Bukit, Taman Jurong and Ang Mo Kio. 

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/sota-students-fall-ill-from-ready-to-eat-meals-distributed-during-total-defence-exercise

