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Summary of news coverage 
 
Homes for destitute seniors and abused kids to be licensed under new Act 
 
Sixty-one social residential homes, housing nearly 4,000 vulnerable residents, will be 
required to follow a new licensing regime aimed at enhancing safeguards and 
improving the quality of care. These residents include abused children, adults with 
disabilities, and destitute seniors. The Social Residential Homes Bill, passed in 
Parliament on 8 April, mandates that these homes adhere to a licensing framework 
with clear and common standards of care for various types of homes. The new Act is 
expected to come into effect in 2026. 
 
The Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF) will license homes in six 
categories that provide long-term residential care to "highly vulnerable" residents. 
These categories are children's homes, children's disability homes, sheltered homes, 
welfare homes, adult disability homes, and adult disability hostels. This framework 
aims to ensure consistent and high-quality care across all social residential homes. 
 
To help the homes, MSF and the National Council of Social Service will provide a $33 
million Transition Support Package. About 2,000 staff work in these homes now. The 
new Act mandates that social residential homes use funds to train staff in managing 
violent behaviours and to meet other requirements, such as installing CCTV cameras 
in specified areas to ensure safety and security. Clear standards and a code of 
practice will govern the homes' operations, with breaches potentially leading to licence 
revocation or suspension. Operating without a licence could result in fines up to 
$100,000 or imprisonment. The Act aims to enhance safeguards and ensure the well-
being of residents. 
 
Thye Hua Kwan Moral Charities (THKMC) shared that it does not use any form of 
physical restraint on their residents. One of the THKMC homes, THK Home @ Eunos, 
also houses children with intellectual disabilities. THKMC chief executive officer Jason 
Lee said the new licensing regime will set clear and consistent standards for homes, 
and boosts care standards by introducing clearer regulatory guidelines on residents’ 
safety, staff training and other operational requirements. He added: “This structured 
oversight will ensure that our homes uphold best practices in areas such as medical 
care, rehabilitation and social integration. It also strengthens protection for our 
residents, ensuring they receive care with dignity and respect.” 
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Summary translation of news coverages 
 
New Bill Strengthens Regulation and Severely Punishes Violators 
 
The new bill will regulate the service quality of social welfare homes by establishing 
clear service guidelines, enhancing resident safety and quality of life, and setting up a 
comprehensive enforcement framework to deter violators. Penalties for operating 
without a license will increase significantly, with fines rising from $5,000 to $100,000. 
 
Operators of social welfare homes generally support the new bill. Jason Lee, CEO of 
Thye Hua Kwan Moral Charities, believes that the bill provides a clear regulatory 



framework that supports institutions in effectively managing their homes. With further 
strengthened safety measures, better protection can be provided for residents. 
 
"The new framework has systematic requirements for hiring and training employees, 
which will help us maintain a competent and well-prepared team, ultimately improving 
service quality. The transitional assistance package will help operators adapt more 
smoothly to the requirements of the new framework. We plan to apply for funding to 
implement employee training, operational adjustments, and upgrade hardware and 
safety facilities." 
 
The new bill does not cover transitional shelters, and crisis shelters for homeless 
individuals and survivors of domestic violence. The Ministry of Social and Family 
Development pointed out that residents of these two types of shelters are relatively 
self-reliant and do not need 24-hour care provided by the shelters. The bill currently 
targets six types of homes that assist highly vulnerable individuals. As for whether 
these two types of shelters will be included in the new framework in the future, the 
government will explore this in due course. 
 


